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decease of Henry IV. The only thing wanting was
the celebrated promise of marriage. On a hint that
he might thus buy his pardon, Entragues told where
it might be found hidden in a hole in the wall. The
prisoner signed a declaration that this was the au-
thentic promise, and that no other to the same effect
existed. There had been a popular rumour of one
written by the King with his blood, which Henriette
was said to keep in her own possession.

In the meantime Auvergne had been arrested.
Madame de Verneuil also was placed in confinement.
The culprits were brought to trial before the Parlia-
ment. Entragues and Auvergne were convicted of
high treason and sentenced to death. Henriette was
remanded until further evidence could be procured.
The lives of her father, an inveterate and unscrupu-
lous intriguer, and of her half-brother, who, under a
not unpleasing exterior and a dignified grace of man-
ner, such as few of his father's house were wholly
unable to assume, had the soul of a swindling lac-
quey, were justly forfeited. The King's advisers
were urgent that the law should be allowed to take its
course. The execution of a King's son for treason,
and for conspiring with foreign powers would have
been an even more useful warning to high-born
traitors than the death of Marshal Biron. Henry
had done his best to overcome his passion for Hen-
riette d'Entragues. At first he turned for assistance
and sympathy to his wife. But, he complained to
Sully, she received his advances coldly and, when
he would have caressed her, assumed a repellent
air. There was nothing about her which could make